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A Problem 

For finding the Tear of the Julian Period by a new and very eafie 

Method . 

T h'is occurs in the Journal des Scavxns if. ;t>.as it had been propofed and 
communicated by the Learned Jefmt DE BILLY viz. 

Multiply the Solar Cycle by 4845. and the L-tnar^ by 4200. and that of 
the Indibliofj, by 5$i6. Then divide the Sum of the products by 7980. which 
is the Julian Period ; The Remaindtr of the Divilion , without having re¬ 
gard to the ( Quotient, fhall be the year enquired after. 

E. g. Let the Cycle of the 5 ««be?; of th zMoon^- and of the In- 
ditt'ton 5. Multiply, a. by 4845 , and you have 1453 5 ; and 4.- by 4200, 
comesidSdo; and 5.by 6y\6 , comes 34580. The Sum of the pro¬ 
duces is 65915 , which being divided by 7980. gives 8. for the Quotient , 
and the number 2075, which-remains, is the Year of -the Julian Period. 

Somelearned Mathematicians of Paris , to whom the faid TL de Billy did 
propofe this Problem , have found the Demonftracion thereof • as - the 
feme Journal intimates. 


An Account 

Offotne Books y not long fince publifijcd. 

I. TENTAMINA P H YS IC O - T H E O L O G IC A DE 
DEO, She THEOLOGIA SCOLASTICA, ad Normam 
Nova dr Reformat<& Philofopkia concinnata , dr dual us libris corny chef a. 
Quorum alter0, de Dei exiftentia adverfm Atheos et Epicureos ex ipforummet 
Principiis difputatur j altero , de Sjufdem Ejfentia dr Attribmis • prime , 
fecundhm Theo'.ogiam Ethnic am , ttb\ exphcatrtr , Quantum haBeims A lil 
in Gentilium fententiis , de fummi Numinis Natttra eruendis , hallucinate 
fuerint; deinde fecundum TheologiamChriftianam: Et quid de Divina Ejfentia 
ac Attributes fiatuendum ft , dejfcritur. Quibtts profiremo accedit fpecialis 
Dijfertatio de Primo Numinis Attributo^iyE EE R NI TATE. Authore 
Samuele Par kero, A. M. 

^ This Treatife, publifli’d the lift year, would fooner have been taken no¬ 
tice off in thsfe Tratts , hadit notefcaped the‘Tublijhers view till of late, 
when he, upon serious perufal, found it very worthy the recommending it to 
all forts of perfons, and particularly to thofe, who either pleafe themfelves 
with that fond opinion 1 That Pbllofopkj/ is the Apprentifhlp of Atheifmex. 
or ^hearken to the afperiions, that are generally laid upon the %cformation of 
Phllofophy. 

This excellent piece removes both thefe ; 2nd being joyned and compared 
with the truly Noble Mr. Boyle’s Confiderations in his Fir ft Part of the 
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Hfefulnefs of Experimental-Natural Philofophj , will ftrongly evince, How 
Much that Philofophy, which fearches out the real Productions of Nature 
(the true Works of Cod ) does manifeft the Divine Glory more, than the 
Notionals of the Gentils. 

This Author ( now a Fellow of the Royal Society ) delivers his Matter in 
two Books. 

Lib. i. Cap. t. Atheifts are disappointed of the Authority of Epicure, 
and of other Antient Philosophers, for their grofs Atheifme. 

Cap. 2. The beautifull Frame of the World evinceth the Archite&onical 
Author and Governor. 

Cap. 3. The admirable Contrivance in the Structure of Mankind , and 
of Animals, does more confpicuoufly Shew the Deity. 

Cap. 4. The Atheift caught in his one Net, or convinced by the true 
force of his own Arguments. 

Cap. 5. The Arguments devifed againft Atheifts by Dcs Cartes , and 
drawn from, the Idea's of our Mind, examin’d and found imperfeft and 
invalid. 

Lib. 2. Cap. 1. The Opinions of the Gentils concerningGod, unduly 
applyed to the Deity , which we worfhip; but properly to be underftood by 
them of the Sun, or of the Soul of the World. 

Cap. 2. More exprefly proved,that the Antient Philol'ophers conceived, 
the Soul of the World to be God* 

Cap. 3. The Hiftori cal Theology of the Gentils for the moft part is un¬ 
duly applyed or accommodated to the Holy Scriptures. 

Cap. 4. The Divine Subftance, Immenfity, Incomprehenfibility , Invifi- 
bility, explicated, as far as our weak reafon does reach. 

Cap. 5. The Divine Perfections, and other Attributes and Affections, 
how far explicable. 

Cap. 6 . The Eternity of God, how apprehended; 

Thefe are in fhort the Heads of the Book, which is yet'but in Latin. It 
were to be vviflit, the Authour would make it fpeak his own lively Englifh. 

II. HONORATI FABRl Soc. jefu Theologi , Traftathsduo; 
quorum Prior eft de Plant is ct de general tone AnimaUum ; Pofterigr, de 
Homine. 

As the Matter of this Book is conflderable, fo is the order and depen¬ 
dence of all its parts excellent; in regard that all the Propofitions are ranged- 
according to a Geometrical method , and fo well difpofed, that the latter do 
always fuppofe the former, and feem to depend all of them upon certain evi¬ 
dent principles, whence they flow by a natural cohfequen.ce. 

This Volume contains two Treadles. 

The Flrft is divided into 5. Books. In the four fir ft , he treats of Plants y 
and distributes them into three Clajfes; fome growing in the Earthy ssTreet* 
others, growing upon 'Plants , as Mojfe j and a third fort, growing upon 
Animals, as Hair 7 Horns, and Feathers. He examins and conflders the 
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Parts of all thefe Plants and their life, the manner, how they are produced, 
and nouridied.; and their different Qualities. He difcourfes alfo of Bread, 
Wine, Oyle, and the other Mixtes, that are made of Plantes. 

In the Fifth Book;, he treats of the Generation of Animals , where he 
delivers many curious matters, explicating in a very eafie and familiar way 
that Argument, which hath alwayes been look: up*n 5 as one of the obfcureft 
in Natural Philofophy. 

The Second Treatife confifts of 7. Books; wherein the Authors conficers, 
what appertains to CM an. He difcourfes f-rfi, ofDigefticn, of the Circu¬ 
lation of the Bloud, and of the life of the principal part's of the Human Body. 
Next, he treats of the Senfes,External and Internal; of all he Motions of 
the Body, both Natural and Voluntary; of the fenfitive Appetite, and the Paf- 
fions; Thence he proceeds to the Temperaments, Habits, Inftinct, Sleep, 
Sicknefs, &c, Lafiiy , raffing to the Rational Soul , he endeavours to de- 
monftratc the Immortality thereof, and to explain alfo the Manner, how it 
worketh upon the Eocy, and is united with the Body ; where he omits not 
to realon of all the Powers of the Soul, of Liberty , and of the Operations of 
the Underftancing and Will. 

In general, tne Authour makes it his Rudy , for the explicating of the 
moft perplext Difficulties, to ihew> that Nature works not but by very fimple 
and ealie waves. 

In particular, he interfperfes feveral curious remarks, E.g. He teaches 
how to make Perfpectives, that magnifie Objects, without Glals; telling us, 
that when an Objeft is took’t upon through a fmall hole, it appears much 
greater than it is; and that therefore, if inftead of Giafies one did call before 
ones eyes two Tlates having little holes in them , it would furnifh us with 
a new kind of Perfpe&lves , more commodious than thofe of Glaffes, which 
fpoil the Sigh: by reafon of the refraction of the Rayes.caufed thereby .Agal a t 
He renders the caufe of that common , but furprifing, effect of Painters, 
drawing certain Pourtrai&ures, which feem to look direfily upon all their 
Beholders, on what fide foever they place themfelves: Vi hi. That in thofe 
Pictures, the Note is s little turned to one fide, and the eyes to the other. 
Whence it comes , that fuch Pictures fee n to look to the right fide, becaufe 
the Eyes are indeed turned that way; but they appear alfo to look to the left, 
becaufe the point of the Nofe is turned that way, and the Table, whereon 
the Picture is drawn, being fiat, the Looker on perceives not, that the Eyes 
are turned th’other way; which he would do, if the Eyes of thePourtraic 
were convexe: Whence it comes , that no Figure can be made emboffed, 
which looks every way. 

The art, which he teaches of making Parflej (Loot out of the ground in a 
few hours, is this. Infule the feed of it in Vineagar ; and, having Town it 
ingoodground , caft on it a good quantity of the Allies of Bean-Cods, and 
fprinkleit with Spirit of Wine , and then cover it with fome linnen. He 
mentions alfo, that if you calcine Earth, and then water it well - it will 
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product i great variety of different Htibs; and that the Allies of Corn burnt, 
being fown , have fometimes produced other Corn. 

To add that by the by, This Author is not fo adduced tp ArlJIftJe., 
as to be on his fide,'when he thinks.Truth is not. He hatii emancipated him- 
fdf confiderably from the Scholafiick way of Philofopbing. He dares mam- 
tain, that the Vegetative and Senlitive Souls are not Subjhntial Forms; and 
that it is with Plants and Animals, as with Artificial things, the Form 
whereof refults from the Union and Difpofition of the parts. According 
to this Hypothecs , he 'explicates all the Operations of Plants and Animals, 
without having any recourfe to the Soul. He avers alfo, that there are no 
Species I mention ales , and no Habitudes, and that the Animal Spirits , which 
Philofophers commonly believe to be neccflary for alltheOperations of Life, 
arc ufelefs. 

It might alfo be obferved out of this Author, what be difeourfes of the 
Generation of Animals by Putrefadlion ; of the Caufe of Intermittent Bea¬ 
vers, and of the Animalinftindl, and of many other particulars; were it 
not better to refer the Curious to the Book it felf. 

III. 7 [JE LATlO N ‘D'D VOl'A(jE de V Evecyue deBeryte , par 
la Turquie, la Perfe, Us Ir.des, 8iC. jxfaues an Rojaume de Siam, & autres 
Iteux; par M. de Bourges , Prejlre &c. 

This Author imploying his Pen chiefly, according co his defign,. to give 
anAccomptof theSuccefs, the Undertakers of this Voyage had , in pro¬ 
pagating the Chriftian Faith in the remoter parts of the World, and relating 
on that occasion. What number of Churches they have Founded in Cochin- 
China, and the Kingdome of Ttnqttin (in which latter alone he,affirms, that 
there are more then three hundred thoufand Chriftians ;) Being, I fay prin¬ 
cipally intent upon thatSubje&,he feems not to have made manyPhilofophica! 
obfervations in thofe places. Mean while he does good fervice to thofe, that 
have occafion to travel into the Eaft-Indics moftly by Land, by deferring 
thepaflage, they took thither; which was, That they embarqued at Mar- 
[tides , in September , the moft convenient and favourable feafon for that 
Voyage ; whence Ships do ordinarily pafs every Month from Syria, recko¬ 
ning one Month for the time of Sayling to Alexandretta. Thence to Aleppo, 
counting one month more for the Stay, to be made there to meet the Cara- 
vane for Babylon , and fix weeks more for the march from Aleppo to Babylon', 
-where a fortnight will pafs, before an opportunity happen to embarque upon 
thzTygey ioc Balfera; which Journey will require a fortnight more. And 
about this time it will be user the end of January. Thence is always con- 
veniency to pafs to Congo, 4. days Journey from Comoron or Combronn ; to 
which latter part there is alfo frequent occafion to pafs by fea from Balfora , 
which will take up fome 15 or 16. days Sail. There ( vid. at Comoron ) 
you will every year meet with .Englijh', ‘Portugal , Dutch , and Morifi 
Vdlels , for Surate , from October till the end of April; for they are ob¬ 
liged to be at Surat t , before the end of May , becaufe all the ports of thofe 
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Indies its. fhut the 4. enfuing months, byreafonof the danger of that Sea. 

But betides this Direction,the Book is not quite deftitute of Natural Gb- 
fervations. It relates, 1. How Diamonds are found andfeparatedin Gol- 
conda; They take of the Earth, held to be proper to form them , which is 
reddilh, anddiftinguifh’d with white veins, and full of flints and hard 
lumps. Then they put near the places, which they will digge, a dofe and 
even Earth; and to it they carry thofe Earths, they have digged out of the 
Mine, and gently fpread it abroad, and leave it/.xpofed to the Sun for two 
days. Then being dryed enough .they beat it, and lifting this Earth , they 
find the Diamonds in allies of Flints, in which Nature hath fet them. Here 
he adds, that the King of that Country farms out thefe Diamond-Mines for 
600000, Crowns per annum, referving to himfelf the right of all the Dia¬ 
monds , that exceed ten Carats in weight: There are Diamonds, that 
mount to-3 5. and 40 Carats. And this is the great Treafure of that Prince. 

2. That the ‘mbit efteemed fruit in thofe parts, the Durion (of thebig- 
nefs and fliape of an.ordinary Melon ) has a very unpleafing and even untoN 
lerable fmell, like to that of a rotten Apple. 

3. That Rice profpers moll in waterifh grounds; and that the fields , 
where it grows beft , refembles rather to Marifnes, than to any ploughed 
Soyle: Yea, that that Grain has the force, though 6 . or 7. foot water Hand 
over it, tOfhootits Stalk above it; and that the Stem , which bears it, ri- 
fes and grows proportionably to the height of the water, that drowns the 
field. 

4. That the way of keeping ones felf harm-lei's from a wild Elephant, 
when he runsdirectly upon one, is, to hold fomething to him; as a Hat, a 
Coat, a piece of Linnen, which he feifes on with his Trunk , and playes 
with it, as if he were pleafed with- this apparent homage, done to him; and 
fopafleson. If he be in a rage , that then the only remedy is., to turn in- 
ceflantly behind him to the left fide, in regard that naturally ( faith this Au¬ 
thor) he never turns himfelf. that way , but to the right: And the time,there 
is to turn , becaufe of the Bealls unweildinefs , affords- leifure enough to 
climbe up fome high Tree , or to mount fomelleep ground: all which if it 
fail, by holding always his tail, and turning with him , the Animal will be 
tired, and give opportunity to efcape. 


LONDON, 

Printed for John Croo\ in Dnch^Lam neer 
Little-Britain . 1 666. 



